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Making the BRIGHTEST FUTURE POSSIBLE 
for Delaware children.

INVESTING IN CHILDREN — AND 
THEIR FUTURES — IS ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT THINGS WE CAN DO. 

Intellectual development, social and emotional growth, environmental influences, and family 

engagement all play a role in a child’s quality of life. Conditions in which children are born, live, 

plan, and grow up have an impact on how they develop as adults. The early years are the most 

critical. As children acquire a sense of themselves and interact with others, they set the stage 

for the rest of their lives. 
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The Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Collaborative Improvement and Innovation 

Network (ECCS CoIIN) is a multiyear initiative to improve early childhood service systems in 12 

states. The goal is to increase age-appropriate developmental skills among 3-year-old children 

and reduce developmental disparities. The initiative is funded by the Health Resources and 

Services Administration Maternal and Child Health Bureau. Partners on the project include 

ZERO to THREE (ZTT), Applied Engineering Management Corporation (AEM), the Association of 

Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP), and the Institute for Healthcare Improvement 

(IHI). The ECCS CoIIN aims to improve outcomes in population-based children’s developmental 

health and family well-being.

WITHIN FIVE YEARS OF THE PROGRAM START, 
PARTICIPATING ECCS IMPACT GRANTEES WILL STRIVE 

TO SHOW A 25% INCREASE 
IN AGE-APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENTAL SKILLS 
AMONG THEIR COMMUNITIES’ 3-YEAR-OLD CHILDREN.

About ECCS: OUR WORK GIVES CHILDREN 
THE CHANCE TO SUCCEED.
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IF 
THESE CONTEXTS 

EXIST …

A collective impact approach 
by means of backbone (hub) 

organization at the state 
and community level.

Linked, aligned, and 
coordinated systems with 

data infrastructure that 
promotes communication, 

continuity, and 
cross-sector collaboration.

Advocacy and policy change 
at the local, state, and 

federal level to support 
families and promote 

healthy child development.

AND 
THESE STATEMENTS 

ARE TRUE …

All ECCS Impact 
services provide the 

early identification of 
developmental needs.

All ECCS Impact services 
promote developmental 

health. These high-quality 
services are available, 

accessible, coordinated, 
and useful to families.

All ECCS Impact families 
and caregivers understand 

their important role in 
child development and 

engage in language-rich, 
nurturing relationships.

All ECCS Impact services 
address the social 

determinants of health 
and strengthen families 
and systems to mitigate 

risk and maximize 
healthy development.

THEN 
THESE SHORT-

TERM INDICATORS 
WILL HAPPEN …

All ECCS Impact 
families understand 
their important role 

in child development, 
with an awareness of 
community resources 
that support healthy 
child development.

 
ECCS Impact 

communities will have 
capacities for data 

sharing and resources 
to promote the healthy 

development of 
all children.

All ECCS Impact families 
will value, explore, 

and utilize family and 
community resources 
that promote healthy 

child development.

When facing their ACEs, 
current challenges, 

and/or needs, all ECCS 
Impact families will 
access community 

resources and supports 
that address family 
stress and the social 

determinants of health.

SO THAT 
THESE OUTCOMES 

WILL OCCUR …

All ECCS Impact families 
with children from birth 

through age 3 are healthy, 
nurturing, and safe — 

and actively promoting 
the healthy development 

of their child.

A high-quality 
developmental health 
promotion system is 

available for all children 
and families in the ECCS 

Impact communities.

ECCS Impact Grantee 
babies will be on 

track to achieve their 
3-year-old milestones.
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ASSESSING AND TRACKING children in 
high-risk communities.
Barriers like income and educational inequities, school and neighborhood segregation, and 

other factors contribute to the fact that many children do not receive the support they need 

to grow and thrive. In Delaware, 10 ZIP codes are considered high 

risk: 19703, 19720, 19801, 19802, 19804, 19805, 19806, 

and 19809 in New Castle County, and 19947 and 19973 in 

Sussex County. This report offers a current snapshot of the developmental delays and 

milestones in these communities, and explains the methodologies we use to capture the data 

that identified them.

The developmental screening tools we use include:

    • Ages & Stages Questionnaires® (ASQ) online screen

    • Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status (PEDS) online screen

    • Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers (M-CHAT) screen
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Ages & Stages Questionnaires (ASQ) 
Online Screen
The ASQ is used in early childcare and education settings within the state, administered 

typically once a year to children from birth to 60 months. The data captures a child’s strengths 

and concerns, and earmarks results that fall into a monitoring zone, recommended for further 

evaluation. Children whose numbers seem borderline are screened more than once to track 

their developmental progress. Developmental domains screened include Communication, Fine 

Motor, Gross Motor, Personal-Social, and Problem Solving. The data in this report comes from 

the Office of Early Learning within the Department of Education. 
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ASQ KEY FINDINGS:

24,221 screens were completed, over a four-year period from 2016 to 2019.

18,860 unduplicated children were screened.

81.3% of children were screened once. 

3,536 children were screened at least twice.

THE NUMBER OF ASQ ONLINE SCREENS REPORTED 
HAS INCREASED CONSIDERABLY FROM 2016 TO 2019.

Total Delaware screens: 22,896
ECCS total: 7,784 
(New Castle County: 6,302; Sussex County: 1,482)

APPROXIMATELY ONE IN THREE CHILDREN 
FOR WHOM AN ASQ ONLINE SCREEN WAS 
COMPLETED RESIDES IN AN ECCS ZIP CODE.
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PEDS is an online screening completed by parents that evaluates specific developmental skills 

and behaviors. The PEDS: Developmental Milestones (PEDS:DM) tool — intended for use in 

children from birth to age 8 — provides information on children’s progress and facilitates skilled 

monitoring of development. Domains evaluated include Behavior; Expressive Language; Fine 

Motor Development; Global/Cognitive Skills; Gross Motor Skills; Receptive Language; School, 

Self-Help, and Social-Emotional Concerns; and Math and Reading Skills (in older children).

Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental 
Status (PEDS): Developmental Milestones 
Online Screens

 

PEDS KEY FINDINGS:

BETWEEN 2014 AND 2018, THE NUMBER OF  
PEDS ONLINE SCREENS INCREASED 55.1%. 

PEDS online screens increased from 18,195  
to 28,231 over a period of four years.
Nemours also administers developmental screenings; however, their data is not reflected in this report.
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THE PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN WITH AN UNMET PEDS DEVELOPMENTAL 
MILESTONE TENDED TO BE LOWER AMONG THE ECCS-TARGETED 
AREAS THAN THE NON-ECCS-TARGETED AREAS (DELAWARE).

PEDS Unmet Developmental Milestones by Catchment Area:

Expressive Language:
10.2% Delaware 

5.1% high-risk area

Gross Motor:
8.8% Delaware 

7.8% high-risk area

Self-Help:
10.8% Delaware 

5.5% high-risk area

Fine Motor:
15.7% Delaware 

8.1% high-risk area

Receptive Language:
12.6% Delaware 

6.9% high-risk area

Social-Emotional:
6.6% Delaware 

4.4% high-risk area
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Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers 
(M-CHAT) Screening
The PEDS online platform also includes the M-CHAT tool. The American Academy of Pediatrics 

recommends administering the M-CHAT screening between 18 and 24 months, or whenever a 

parent raises a concern. M-CHAT assesses the risk for autism spectrum disorders (ASD) among 

toddlers. Children who fail more than three items total or two critical items should be referred for 

a diagnostic evaluation, particularly if these scores remain elevated after a follow-up interview. 
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M-CHAT KEY FINDINGS:

A TOTAL OF 3,451 SCREENS WERE  
COMPLETED OVER A FOUR-YEAR PERIOD.

DELAWARE 1
TOTAL SCREENS: 3,451

HIGH-RISK AREA  
TOTAL SCREENS: 475

ALMOST ALL M-CHAT SCREENS HAD A “PASSED” 
STATUS, REGARDLESS OF CATCHMENT AREA.

PASSED: 
3,256

PASSED: 
461
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How we’re making a difference.
The work of ECCS centers around not only the evaluation of high-risk-area children, but also the 

creation of initiatives and programs to resolve the developmental challenges these children are 

facing. Our focus is on developing ways to mitigate the most commonly reported developmental 

domains and milestones that are below the norm (or “cutoff”), well before a child reaches 3 

years of age. 

In particular, our ECCS place-based communities have started to focus on improving gross motor 

and fine motor skills in infants and toddlers. 

• Professionals provide training on improving fine and gross motor skills at “Fine Motor  

 Boot Camps.” This training targets early childhood care providers so that they in turn will be  

 able to provide the guidance necessary to families in high-risk areas. 

• Our Books Balls & Blocks events introduce parents to activities that can help improve  

 their children’s skills in the fine and gross motor developmental areas. 

• Through Zoom sessions, parents in the targeted ZIP codes engage their children in  

 activities that will improve their fine and gross motor skills.

As we continue to identify needs, we are mindful of the importance of follow-through and 

resolve. Children deserve every opportunity to grow and learn. The goal of our work is to make 

those opportunities possible. 
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Supporting our efforts supports the future 
of Delaware’s children.
The work we are doing can be life-changing for Delaware’s most 

vulnerable population — its children. We are committed to not just 

finding areas of need, but connecting services and programs to those 

areas to make change possible. We urge you to spread the word 

about our efforts to your constituency and other stakeholders. Your 

continued support shows how much value you place on the lives of 

the people in our state.

For more information about this report, please contact  
Vikrum Vishnubhakta at vikrum@forward-consultants.com  
or Paulina Gyan at Paulina.Gyan@delaware.gov.
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